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Next Story Time January 21st, Thursday

Montrose Library 4100 Montrose 6:30 Social 7pm Swap Stories
We meet there every 8 Thursday. Our gatherings are for sharing stories,
promoting storytelling, and having fun. Storytelling is not just for kids!

‘\W Merry Christmas & God Bl e

Storytelling Workshop for Beginners
January 23, 2009, Saturday 10ar2pm
4100 Montrose, Houston Branch Library

Work on a story you like with experienced tellers. \‘
Bring a sack lunch or git a sandwich next door. )
Reserve your spot: call 713881-0599

) Tellabration
| The international day of storytelling. %
|
If you missed our annual Tellabration dinner and storytelling at the Black
Lab, you missed a great time. November 21st, Brian Herod hosted the
event which featured some mighty good tellers. Seven storytellers spun a
wide variety of tales. Several of our founders, a couple of our newer mem-
bers, and even one friend all the way from Florida were featured. The sto-
\‘ ries included one by veteran teller James Ford speculating on why dogs
.H sniff each other and told of his experience of playing with matches. New “
comer David Taylor told a tall tale of Pennsylvania tinkers. Others teIIing‘V
were Sally Bates Goodroe, Connie Meeker, Dan Gordon, Anita Thompson,
and our Floridian Bill Roy.

Dondt forget your membershi p.
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Presi dent 6s Message
Dear Storytelling Friends:
This is my final message as your guildé“res
,, years to another well qualified member. Thanks to all who have helped make our guild th st
. anywhere. Your board and | leave a solid operating account of approximately $5200. d

with plans on the books for more fun events. Many thanks to our retiring Treasurer Kathy
Hornsby.

During my tenure we have had a several workshops, a number of excellent storytelling con-
certs, and regular story swaps where all are invited to share their stories. Tellabration, Skyline
Screamer s, and our annual |l iarsd6 contest  are
\ Our opportunity to have the world renowned Elizabeth Ellis perform and put on a workshop
‘ was truly a rare occasion that was well received.
)

| want to repeat an appeal and challenge | made last quarter. Get involved, it is fun!
How do you get involved Eirst off, we would like you to renew or join. Toward the back of
this newsletter is a form you can use to send in your membership. Some of our long time mem-
bers have been a little lax in this regard. Joining now will carry you through Z2dcbndly
you can get involved by coming out to our meetings and events, they are fun! You can have a
good ti me, even i f you donoét tell storii I
does, you might want to tell. Our regular meetings are great places to try out and polish, ur
stories. Fun events are put on regularfhird, you could communicate with us and let
know what you think. Is there something you would like the guild to do? You might be afraid
to suggest anything, because we might ask you to help out. Friend, you might be right there,

but who knows. And that leads me to #murth way t o get involved. We
to get involved in our leadership. The board needs workers, thinkers, and new faces to get in-

1,’ volved in directing this organization into the future.
)

Yours In Story R ’,
Scott H. Bumgardner, 71381-0599

Message from Anita Thompson: December 2009
What i s Asuccesso for this organ

| think every member enjoys hearing a good story. Several of our members are actively striving
\‘ to improve the quality of their storytelling. Some of the members are quite accomplished story-
tellers. Does this guild offer something for tellers of every level? “
A

At the last few guild meetings we recently added a new feature. Awoirkishop, beginning at

6:45 one of the board members would tell a short, practiced story. Then tell why they ch :
how they had worked on it, etc. The members present would discuss ideas and suggestions for
improvement. Hopefully, the members were also thinking of how they could incorporate these
ideas into improving their own stories, too. The next few months will feature Scott in Decem-
ber, Brian in January and Robert in Feb. | am looking to schedule someone who specializes in
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Celtic tales for March and How to tell a rea
teer?
This past year | observed that the EIis‘eth

tion were a great succebsg success is measured by the number of people attending. Y,

most of our monthly meetings had an attendance of 8 to 10 people. So my questions to the
membership are: What can the HSG do to help you be a better storyteller? What are you
willing to do to make the HSG better for eve
tion measured- by attendance at these few annual events or by the regular monthly meet-

ings?

It seemsNobody wants the position of President. | do not feel qualified, however, as vice
president if there is no other person serving as President the job is the same. Therefore | hope
all of you, especially those of you who have been officers before will offer advice, and sug-
gestions about what needs to be done and when. Then, also, be willing to help out with get-
ting it done.

Other Notes

A new radio show has arrived in Southern California, and is looking for stories. \‘

THE MYSTIC PETE CHRONICLES Tales of Love and Madness is a tlvour program  «
featuring the original work of writers and storytellers from across the country. Peter Lud
created this show to offer intelligent, heartfelt entertainment for listeners, and to promote the
work, classes and performances of those in the storytelling community.

We seek compelling tales of original humor and stapdand some draniaedgy, sexy,
movi ng, or fgedeuallytless tharaténenmutes in length. These should be re-
corded on any audio format (broadcast quality) either MP3 or Audio CD, but we may be
to record new work, read either by the author, or another performer. Please "bleep" or Q

. . . . )
curse words. To submit your stories, please go to our wetsite mysticpete.conand
click on the CONTACT button at the bottom of the page.
Please contact me with any submissions, ideas, or feedback, or just forward me your stories.
Please also forward this to storytellers, groups, cldsaaegone who might be interested lo-
cally, nationally and even internationally. Help us spread the word and bring to life this won-
derful new venue for our community!

Most sincerely;Tuffet Schmelzle
Producer, "The Mystic Pete Chronicles" “
8186793731
Mystic.pete.asst@gmail.com
Mystic Pete will have a new home in January 2010! Check out website for details and listen
to past show segmentslww.MysticPete.cominfo@mysticpete.com
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Tejas Storytelling Association

They also need your help. They have a serious financial problem. But they also hav
great programs, check them out. www.tejasstorytellers.com
MARK YOUR CALENDAR! )
See Donald Davis at thidartha Len Nelson Classic Dinner & Silent Auctienday, Febru-
ary 12 and the DONALD DAVIS WORKSHOP, Saturday, February D&nton, Texas

National Storytelling Network National Conference

Please help us congratulate the following workshop presenters who have been selected to
present at the 2010 conferencghank you to the more than 20 reviewers who contributed in
providing feedback for over 100 fantastic workshop submissigves wish we had room for
them all!

Check out the wonderful workshop (90 minutes) and intensive (3 hours) offerings that will
be available to you July 28ugust 1, 2010 at the National Storytelling Network National
Conference:

*Baba the Storytelleri iBi zarre Business PYCanturyi ces ‘3 uir .
B a r @dntensive) ‘y
*SeanBuvalain The Five New Keys to Energize Y r
*BarbaraClark Ti When Gr andma S pleaghing StoryWgking toiOlgler e n !

Adul t so

*KevinCorditTAUsing Play to D@ntessivegp Your Storieso
*Wendy Edeyi i Hopef ul Tel | i nrAgdadciously 8preading HogecthroDght :
Storyo

*Diane Edgecombi i Fi re i n my Heart: A Storytel I‘e s J
*LynFordiiBegi nnings: Oral Tradition and A t L
*Linda Gorham, Sue Black, Donna Dettman, Mike Spellef A Ol d Tal es for a N
niumo (Il ntensive)

*Katherine Farmer & Wendy Gourley i AiCr acki ng t he Story Code: A
Story Model 0o

*John Harer & parthers i i The Al exander Technigue for Stor
ance through Healthy Habitso

*Beth Horner, Judy Allton, & Kate Tobolai A St or ymi ni ng at Joh
Model for Bridging Generationsih .
*Hazukie Kataoka & DavidBattnoiiJapanese Paper Theater:
Kami shi bai Wayh

*Mary Grace Ketneri AiDondét Be Stymied by State Standar
*Emily Lansana, Merissa Shunk, & Glenda Zahra Bakeri i Act i vating the CIl a
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with Stories: Who, What, When, Why , Howo

*Marilyn McPhie & panel iiHow t o Produce, Sell and Mar ket

Begins Now!o (General Session) &
*JoRadnerin The Art of Gathering and Perform

*Sue OOH&aMHFriremds and CoI'|IwaeaSjauye)fsThis:Ch)marencer\‘\l‘{Eas

g

O1

*PatriciaReily TA 6 So t here we wereédOrganization Cr ea

Storytelling. o

*Jane StensoriiTeachers and Tellers: Literacy Devel
*Ruth Stotteri i St ri nging and Storying: Learn String
*Jane Treatin The Destination I s the Journey: Stori

Be part of AMany StorieséOne Wor |lJdlpinat the
Southern California sounds great on this winter day!

Happy Holidays,
Karin Hensley, NSN Event Coordinator, on behalf of Conference Workshop Committee

P.S. Remember that from now through January 15th you can register for the 2010 Confer-
ence at the 2008 Prieeb300 adults, $225 seniors (65+) or students (with pictureTitl)s is

also your only chance to set up-a®nth equal payment plan (will be charged to your creg
card the last week each month, January through Jiffeu)can send in your form before the
holidays, and your first payment ($50/adults, $37.50 for seniors or students) will not be
charged until late January:ull details available ahttp://www.storynet.org/conference/

reqgister.html

National Storytelling Network | 132 Boone Street | STE 8 | Jonesborough, Tennessee 37659

News From the Aggie Storytellers . ’,
We just heard some great news from Dr. Nancy Self of A&M, that outstanding storytelleTs;
Bobby and Sherry Norfolk will be at the college in March. They will be there Mafh 38
for several events. This is a developing story, so google the Norfolks to learn the details as
we get closer to the event.

Pleasecome to our events and meetingdeaseinfluence your friends to come see our sto-

rytelling first hand. Pleasestay connected by checking out our website and reading our

mailings. ‘
Houston Radio News -

We are still making sporadic appearances on local radio. As the broadcast on KPFT 90.1
FM and KTRU 91.7 FM become available, we post them on our web site. Speaking of radio

storytelling, our member Oel Castner will be on KTRU this Saturday, December 26th at 7:00

pm. Oel will be telling a John Henry Faulk, Christmas story.
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Teller / Actor

One of our storytellers is also an act
an Who Saved Christmasodo stared our ver

Mark Your Calendaro 2010 Houston Liarsbod
We will hold our most popular event April 10th at Houston Baptist University on Fondre
dondét | eave town, or youodl !l mi

Your Story
Couwuld Be Heye!

Call Scotk
713-981-0599
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Houston Storytellers Guild
Membership Application

|

Fill it out and send it to the address below for membership in the Houston Storytellers G
Membership will run through the end of 2010. Membership is for your entire household,
event attendance discounts will apply to family and guest.

Member's Name

(or primary contact)

Address

City State

Zip

Phone:
Home:

Work:

Cell:

Email:

Membership$25.00

Additional Donations: Please write in the amount:

Please list household member names here:

Mail this form and payment to:

The Houston Storytellers Guild or just HSG
P.O. Box 130801

Houston, TX 77219801

¥

Sheila Phillips is the Membership Chair and can be reached at zoolady@airmail.ne\‘“ "
A |

The Houston Storytellers Guild
A 501 (C)( 3) not for profit corporation
For Information Call: 281-7759318

www.hsginfo@houstonstorytellers.org
Articles & ideas are always welcome. All rights are reserved by our writers.
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